POPPING over to Milan for a
weekend break ischeap, quick.
easy and iuss-iree with no-
frills airline JetZ.

I ilew tonorthern [taly irom
Manchester for a four-dayv break.
But instead of heading towards
the too modern, too big and too
noisy streets of Milan. I opted
imstead ior the short journey to
near-by Bergamo, and its hidden
delights.

Only a 10-minute taxiride irom
Milan (Bergamo) airvort, it is one of
Italy’s most beautiful fortified
cities.

Nestling in the iiills is the old cown,
with i0s cobbled streess winding
around croolked medieval towers,
whilch is filled with an abundance of
cales ana guaini shops selling everi'-
shing Irom regional cheeses and
wings to exclusive iashions,

Getting lost amad the mymad of piaz-

zas 1s 2 periect way to while away the
hours, but be sure not to TNiss its
treasnre chest of culture. And a tour
of the fabulous Santa Maria Mag-

giore Basilica and Colleoni Chapel in
the old square is a must.

In the valley, reached by funicular
railway, is the cosmonolitan Bere-
amo oI today, where endless shops
overilowing with the laiest faghions
ofier the veriect contrast to the old
vOWL.

Littered with towering snow-canped
mountains, beautviini iakes,
Fomanesaue ckurches. Renaissance
mansions ana barogue buildines, the
Bergamo region ofiers endless sight-
seeing and leiswr'e opporsunities.

It is perfect for both the snow enthu-
siast and the waller, with ski slepes
and miles of relaxine woodland
walks on ofier at the sporting town
of Clusone.

SpPa resorss surrounded by clear

alpine alr ofier a naven oi peace 10
those who need to recharge thell bat-
geries.

Attractions TOO DUMETONE L0 Men-
tion 1nclude the astronomic clock of
Pietro Fanzago, 2 16th century
mechanical masterpiece at the heart
ci Clusone: the Liberty-style iformer
casino at.San Pellegrino; and Ferdy's

-GOWLIST Iarm. just outside San Pelle-

orino, where children and adults can
enjoy evervthing from millking
goats, riding horses, and mountaln
piling, to canceing, fishing and
CanyolLng.

You can also enjoy a 1asty treat with
s difference as ¥erdv's home-rearec
donkeys ieature 1n traditional dishes
created 1o the iarm ldtchen.

L Dassion [0l balsarnic minegar wiich
aates back more than 200 vears i1s a
compelling reasorn to visit & jamily
rineyarda atv Sanve Stafano degl:
Angell, where samples of balsamnic
vinegar, fine clhieeses, olive 0il and
wices can be vasted and bought.

The one guarantee that comes with &
visit To Bergamo city and its region
is that there is never a shortage oi
something to do.



